Carter the
Great

Born: Charles Joseph Carter on June 14, 1874 in New Castle,
Pennsylvania, U.S.

Died: February 13, 1936 (aged 61), in Bombay (Mumbai), India

¢ How He Became a Magician

Carter developed an interest in magic from a very young age. At about
ten years old, he made his first stage appearance as a boy magician
called “Master Charles Carter the Original Boy Magician.”

Before becoming a full-time magician, he worked in various other
professions (including journalism and law), but the lure of performance
and illusion pulled him into magic as his lifelong career.

¢ Influences

e Carter was performing during the Golden Age of Magic, a time when
magicians like Harry Houdini, Howard Thurston, Alexander
Herrmann, and others dominated the stage.

e His style and showmanship were shaped by this competitive

environment, and he often incorporated or adapted illusions popularized
by other magicians.

His international touring also exposed him to global theatrical traditions
that helped him refine his presentation and self-promotion.



¢ What Type of Magic He Did

Carter was a big-stage illusionist and showman known for lavish, theatrical
productions — not just simple sleight-of-hand. His repertoire included
famous and visually dramatic illusions such as:

. Sawing a woman in half, done with an elaborate surgical-themed
presentation.
Making a live elephant disappear during a performance.

. “Cheating the gallows,” where Carter would vanish just as a hangman’s
noose dropped.

. The “Lion’s Bride” illusion, involving a live lion and transformative
effects.

Carter’s shows often included assistants (including his wife Corrine) and
large-scale props, and he sometimes incorporated elements from routines by
other magicians as part of his large touring productions

¢ Performance Career Span

Carter began performing publicly in childhood (around age 10), and by his
mid-20s he was touring more widely.

He embarked on his first world tours starting about 1907 and continued
touring the globe — including stops in Australia, South America, India,
China, Japan, Europe, and more — for decades.

His active touring career lasted about 30 years until his death in 1936 while on
tour in India.



¢ How he Died
Carter died of a heart attack on February 13, 1936 in Bombay (now
Mumbai), India, while traveling on one of his world tours.
After his death, his son Larry Carter continued performing under the Carter
the Great name.

Carter was one of the most widely traveled and internationally known
magicians of his era. His eye-catching advertising posters and theatrical
presentations helped define stage magic in the early 20th century and
inspired later performers.

He is also a major figure in the historical novel Carter Beats the Devil,
which features a fictionalized version of his life and career.



WITCHCRAFT, CHEATS THE GALLOWS

Signature Tricks, Illusions & Show Elements
1. Sawing a Woman in Half

. Carter’s version of this classic illusion involved dramatic,
surgical-themed staging with assistants in costume, adding
suspense and theatricality.

. One of the signature effects in his touring shows.

2. The Vanishing Elephant

. Carter made a live elephant disappear on stage — a large-scale
spectacle that amazed audiences and showcased his flair for
grand illusions.

3. Cheating the Gallows

. An escape-style illusion where Carter appeared to be hanged or
executed, then vanished at the last second, thrilling audiences
with suspense.

4. The Lion’s Bride

. A spectacular illusion involving a live lion and assistant
transformations, designed to combine exotic imagery with
classic magical surprise.



SWEEPS THE SECRETS OF THE SPHINX
AND MARVELS OF THE TOMB OF OLD
KING TUT TO THE MODERN WORLD

Signature Tricks, Illusions & Show Elements
5. Vanishing and Appearing Assistants

Carter often had multiple assistants vanish or appear in rapid
succession, sometimes inside large props or ornate cabinets,
creating a sense of magic on a grand scale.

6. Exotic and Global-Themed Illusions

. Many of Carter’s acts incorporated foreign and “Oriental”
themed props, exotic costumes, and storytelling, giving his
shows an international flair that appealed to audiences
worldwide.

7. Large-Scale Stage Spectacle

. Carter’s shows were lavishly staged, featuring large props,
theatrical scenery, smoke, mirrors, and timed lighting effects to
heighten the drama of each illusion.

Carter the Great was notable for blending traditional stage illusions
with spectacular theatricality, often on a scale larger than many
contemporaries, which helped him become one of the most
internationally famous magicians of his era



